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2014 Overview 

2014 was an exciting first year for the Collegiate Running Association. After announcing the 
creation of the 501(c)(3) non-profit organization on November 20, 2013, preparations for 
the first national championship event were quick to begin. 
 
On March 29, 2014, the Collegiate Running Association partnered with the Sportsbackers 
of Richmond, Virginia and the Ukrop’s Monument Avenue 10k presented by Martin’s to 
host the Collegiate Running Association’s first Collegiate 10k Road Race National          
Championships. This first event was a major success as 3,635 college students representing 
125 different colleges and universities and more than 1,200 members of the Collegiate 
Running Association participated in the race (See page 6 for recap). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first ever Collegiate Mountain Running Championships were held on July 6, 2014 in 
Lincoln, New Hampshire in conjunction with the Loon Mountain Race hosted by acidotic 
RACING. Along with a record number of open race entries, students from 15 different     
colleges and universities competed for a $6,000 prize purse that was awarded to the top 5 
men and women enrolled in at least one college course. Held concurrently with the US 
Mountain Running Championships, college students also competed for the chance to earn 
a spot on Team USA for the World Mountain Running Championships in Cassette di Massa, 
Italy (See page 7 for recap). 

http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
http://www.twitter.com/collegerunning
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!become-a-member/c23nm
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http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!10k-road-race/c1t9c
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!mountain-running-championship/c1ip
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2014 Overview  

Along with hosting two national championships events, the Collegiate Running Association 
was also proud to partner with a couple of events that expanded opportunities in the sport 
of running for college students.  
 
On August 29, 2014 the Collegiate Running Association was the presenting sponsor for the 
Spider Alumni Open & USATF-Virginia State Cross Country Championships. This was the 
first time that these events were held together in Richmond, Virginia. On October 17, 
2014, the Collegiate Running Association presented the first annual “Cross Country Only 
National   Invitational.” This meet was specifically designed to offer NCAA programs that 
only sponsor Men’s Cross Country (no Track & Field) a championship platform on a level 
playing field. This unique event was the first of its kind and received tremendous positive 
feedback for providing a new championship opportunity for those student-athletes on 
teams that only sponsor Cross Country. 

Founded by Steve Taylor & Jon Molz, the Collegiate Running Association is a 501 (c)(3)   
non-profit organization that aims to promote healthy lifestyles among college students by 
providing and expanding opportunities in the sport of running. 
 
Our vision is to promote healthy lifestyles among college students by offering inclusive  
national championship events in Road Racing, Mountain Running, and Trail Running that 
are open to all college students enrolled in at least one class. Additionally, due to new 
NCAA rules that now allow Division I student-athletes to accept prize money, we are   
committed to providing prize money specifically reserved for college students at each of 
our national championships. Read more about our mission and vision at 
www.collegiaterunning.org.  

ABOUT THE COLLEGIATE RUNNING ASSOCIATION 

http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
http://www.twitter.com/collegerunning
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!become-a-member/c23nm
mailto:steve.taylor@collegiaterunning.org
mailto:jon.molz@collegiaterunning.org
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!about/cpd9
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10k ROAD RACE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 3,635 college participants 

 1,200+ Collegiate Running Association members 

 125 Colleges & Universities represented 

 $10,000 in Prize Money for college students 

2014 BY THE NUMBERS 

MOUNTAIN RUNNING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 15 Colleges & Universities represented 

 4 Team USA qualifiers 

 $6,000 in Prize Money for college students 

MEMBERSHIP 

 1,502 FREE members 

 47 US States represented 

 245 Colleges & Universities 

SOCIAL MEDIA OUTREACH 

 725 Twitter followers @collegerunning 

 781 Instagram followers: collegiaterunning 

 1,182 likes on Facebook: Collegiate Running    

Association 

 43,000+ views of the 10k Championship videos 

on Runnerspace 

 127,000+ views of the Mountain Running 

Championships videos & interviews on             

Runnerspace 

http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
http://www.twitter.com/collegerunning
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!become-a-member/c23nm
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!become-a-member/c23nm
http://www.twitter.com/collegerunning
http://www.instagram.com/collegiaterunning
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Collegiate-Running-Association/256599074475996?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Collegiate-Running-Association/256599074475996?fref=ts
http://www.runnerspace.com/profile.php?member_id=57251profile.php?member_id=57251&do=videos&&video_id=121395
http://www.runnerspace.com/profile.php?member_id=57251profile.php?member_id=57251&do=videos&&video_id=121395
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The Collegiate Running Association welcomed over 1,200 members representing 125       

colleges and universities to its inaugural 10k Road Race National Championships in         

Richmond, Virginia on March 29, 2014. The race, which was held within the Ukrop’s       

Monument Avenue 10k presented by Martin’s, attracted 3,635 college entrants that were 

taking at least one class.  

The entry list for the 10k Championship boasted a handful of current and former NCAA All-

Americans, representatives from numerous college running clubs throughout Virginia and 

neighboring states, and more than 1,500 first-time 10k runners. A total of $10,000 in prize 

money was reserved specifically for the top 10 men’s and women’s collegiate finishers 

through the generosity of Richmond’s Sportsbackers, with $2,000 going to each winner.  

Paul Chelimo of UNC-Greensboro won the men’s race in a time of 29:24 and Kellyn Johnson 

of Cococino Community College won the women’s race in 33:18.  

COLLEGIATE RUNNING ASSOCIATION 10k ROAD RACE  

http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
http://www.twitter.com/collegerunning
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!become-a-member/c23nm
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
http://www.sportsbackers.org
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!10k-road-race/c1t9c
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COLLEGIATE RUNNING ASSOCIATION 2014 

MOUNTAIN RUNNING CHAMPIONSHIPS RECAP 

The Collegiate Running Association welcomed competitors from 15 different colleges and universities to 

the first-ever Collegiate Mountain Running Championships in Lincoln, New Hampshire, on July 6, 2014. The 

race, which was held as part of the Loon Mountain Race along with the USA Mountain Running           

Championships, also served as a Team USA selection race for the 2014 World Mountain Running          

Championships in Cassette di Massa, Italy.  

Collegiate Runners battled for a $6,000 prize purse that awarded money to the top 5 men’s and women’s 

collegiate finishers. Patrick Smyth of the University of Utah and Morgan Arritola of the University of British 

Columbia took home the top honors, earning $1,000 each. Smyth and Arritola also qualified to represent 

Team USA at the World Mountain Running Championships, as did runner-up Megan Deakins of Stanford 

University and fifth-place finisher Marisa Ruskan of the University of Richmond. Jordan Chavez of the   

University of Richmond was also selected to represent Team USA at the NACAC Championships in  Mexico. 

 

http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
http://www.twitter.com/collegerunning
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!mountain-running-championship/c1ip
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!mountain-running-championship/c1ip
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
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Looking ahead to 2015 

The Collegiate Running Association is eagerly looking ahead to a promising year in 2015. 
With two national championship events already confirmed, including the first-ever       
championship on the West Coast, the vision of expanding opportunities for college          
students that enjoy running is becoming a reality. In addition to hosting 3-4 national     
championship events in 2015, the Collegiate Running Association is looking to continue its 
FREE membership drive in order to inform as many people as possible about these great 
new championship events that are open to all college students taking at least one class.  
 
The Collegiate Running Association’s 10k Road 
Race National Championships will once again be 
held in conjunction with the Ukrop’s Monument 
Avenue 10k presented by Martin’s next spring. 
Partnering with the third largest 10k road race in 
the country brings exciting visibility to the         
organization along with the guarantee of a top notch race day experience. This year’s race 
will be held on Saturday, March 28, 2015 in Richmond, VA. The prize purse will once again 
be $10,000, with $2,000 going to the top male and female finisher currently enrolled in at 
least one college class. Prize money will be awarded to the top 10 college finishers overall.  
 

The Collegiate Mountain Running Championships are 
heading to the West Coast in 2015! Bend, Oregon will 
play host to the 2015 championships on Saturday, July 
25, 2015. The race will once again be run concurrently 
with the US Mountain Running Championships, with top 
finishers earning spots on Team USA at the World    
Mountain Running Championships. A $6,000 prize purse 
will be distributed to the top 5 men’s and women’s      
college finishers with $1,000 going to each winner.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
http://www.twitter.com/collegerunning
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!become-a-member/c23nm
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
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The Collegiate Running Association is 

grateful for the support of our        

generous founding members. These 

individuals have helped get us off the 

ground and running. 

The non-profit Collegiate Running    

Association continues to seek out   

contributions from those that believe 

in our mission. With your help, we can 

provide and expand opportunities for    

college students that enjoy running.  

If you are interested in making a      

donation, click HERE or email us at   

info@collegiaterunning.org 

 GOLD LEVEL 

 Matt & Sherry Hannay 

 Michael Pauley 

 Thom Suddeth 

 Steve Taylor 

 SILVER LEVEL  

 Andrew Benford 

 Matt Blanchard 

 Allen Bowman 

 Rick Chavez 

 John Ciccarelli 

 Jim McKeon 

 Richard Pauley 

 Blake Puhak 

 Scott & Betsy Rechel 

 BRONZE LEVEL  

 Andrew Blanchard 

 Steve Conroy 

 Steve Conroy Jr. 

 Ed Valenski 

 

A THANK YOU TO OUR A THANK YOU TO OUR A THANK YOU TO OUR    

FOUNDING MEMBERSFOUNDING MEMBERSFOUNDING MEMBERS   

http://www.collegiaterunning.org/
http://www.twitter.com/collegerunning
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=G55kvVd2ZCh2DDB4feYwWsPcmsNIc31ecPzWXqHFoTNHtPf4akGi__LcVke&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d66f31424b43e9a70645c907a6cbd8fb4
mailto:info@collegiaterunning.org
http://www.collegiaterunning.org/#!founding-members/c2mt

